
Father Ken’s Herald 

“Make it a practice to 
judge persons and 
things in the most 

favorable light at all 
times and under all 

circumstances.” 
- Saint Vincent de Paul  

 
 

Our Parish Mission 
St. Vincent de Paul parish 

family is dedicated to 
growing in Christ and 

building God’s Kingdom. 

January 2022 

From the Pastor’s Keyboard 

Dear Parishioners,  

As a reminder, I prepare this “Father Ken’s Herald” with the purpose of 
keeping you, the parishioner, informed about the temporal affairs of the 
parish, such as where your generous contributions are going, what is 
happening on the campus of the parish, and about the physical structures 
which allow us to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ!   

In preparing this year’s January Herald, I read what I wrote last year.  I was 
looking forward to the end of the health crisis that has the world in its grip.  
Yet, here we still are! 

In this Year of the Eucharist, it is important for us to embrace the Body of 
Christ: a body that was broken and bruised for our salvation.  A Body that is 
in our midst even now, especially with those struggling with health 
concerns: physically, mentally, and emotionally.  

Please be assured of my continued prayers.  

Father Ken VanHaverbeke 

 

A Quick Review of our Budget  
Margaret and our Finance Council do such a good job in creating our budget 
each year.  So far, six months into the fiscal year, we are keeping to budget 
fairly well.  

Some items such as Gas and Electricity were higher than we expected. 
However, overall, we held to our budget and are finding ourselves on stable 
financial grounds.  This is all a credit to both the Lord and the faithfulness of 
parishioners.  

As we continue, we will be vigilant in keeping our expenses down, however 
as you will note, one item such as our 30-year-old chiller requires 
replacement.  As the facility ages, other large projects will arise.  

It is my goal to keep ahead of these things; plan on them, rather than be 
surprised! 



Trees on Campus 

Some of our pine trees 

on the SVdP Campus 

have been removed 

due to a condition 

called “pine wilt.” 

The disease, carried by 

a nematode (small 

worm) gets into the 

trees in summer and 

fall, and causes the 

tree to die quickly. 

A Word About Our Expenses...The Chiller 

After thirty years, some of our building mechanics are in need of replacement.  

This is to be expected.  This winter, we are replacing the church’s sanctuary 

and gathering space air conditioning system.   

Currently, we are spending $3-5,000 each time the company comes to keep 

the current system going.  We understand the system will eventually be 

incapable of working, due to its age, within a year or two. This project was on 

Father Hemberger's 'to-do list.’  

The cost will be around $275,000.  This will include removing our current 

chiller, replacing it with a new one, additional water pump, sanctuary 

blowers, warranty, testing & balancing, and fencing.  

We will be using our reserve savings for this project. A project that cannot be 

delayed.  But in doing so, we will be placing this project on our Annual Fund 

list.  I am very thankful for the foresight of Father Hemberger in preparing for 

this project and the generosity of the parishioners in making it happen.   

Our Facilities Committee is assisting me in this project. They are ascertaining 

all the various aspects of the project.  They have been a blessing for me. 

 

What is a ‘Chiller?’ 
Buildings need air conditioning, but for smaller buildings, AC units are 
sufficient.  But when a building is large, like ours, then a centralized system is 
needed.  These systems use “chillers,” which is basically a HUGE AC unit, but 
one that works a bit differently.  

A chiller generates chilled water to air-condition the rooms and remove the 
heat generated by the sun or parishioners singing in the sanctuary!  It then 
sends that heat outside and into the atmosphere. 

 

Our Facilities Committee  
Arriving at Saint Vincent de Paul in October 2020, I realized I needed help with 
the facility and campus, so I began a Facilities Committee.    

The purpose of this committee is to serve in an advisory capacity to myself 
and our maintenance supervisor in matters of good stewardship of our parish 
facilities and grounds. 

Their duties include providing expertise in dealing with repairs, upgrades, and 

managing costs.  They examine problems, offer solutions, and prioritize 

projects concerning the facility and best use of finances. I am very grateful for 

their continued assistance into this new year! 

Budget Line Highlight  

In our budget, there is a line 

item — Answering Service.  

This is a professional 

answering service which 

takes calls when the office is 

closed. 

They are very proficient at 

taking messages, but in also 

contacting me in the event 

of an emergency.  

I have found this service to 

be very good and beneficial,         

especially in time of 

emergencies. 

Original 1992 Chiller 


