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The Chosen is a TV series produced by VidAngel to spread 
the Good News of Jesus Christ. The producers funded the 
development independently from traditional commercial 
media or television. They created their own app to stream 
the show in order to ensure they could focus on the true 
Gospel message. The first season introduces Jesus and others 
you quickly recognize from the Gospels and tells the story of 
how Jesus started his public ministry in Capernaum. 

You can view the first episode on YouTube. You can buy 
the Season One DVD set ($27 on Amazon), or you can get the 
app to watch it at https://studios.vidangel.com/the-chosen.   

No matter where you are in your personal journey with 
Jesus Christ, this show can help you to develop a more 
personal image of Christ and those around him as he walked 
on Earth. The show is not only entertaining but also offers a 
great tool to learn more about the Gospel. The first season 
covers the time from Jesus calling his disciples until he 
formally announces his ministry. 

What are others saying: 

"I'm such a fan [of] this incredible series, 'The Chosen.' I pray it 
will make the life of Jesus jump off the page for you like it did for 
me."  

Mandisa, International Recording Artist 

"The acting, the storytelling... it's believable and it's excellently 
done."  

Kirk Cousins, NFL Quarterback 

"Though Hollywood has brought us many memorable depictions 
of Our Lord's life this project captures more than any other 
depiction I've seen the life-changing power of encountering 
Jesus--fully HUMAN, fully DIVINE. On every level--production, 
writing, acting, musical score, even symbolic logo--The Chosen is 
a masterpiece that should be seen by everyone--especially 
Christians. Bravissimo!!!."  

Father Paul Dressler, Director Capuchin-Franciscan College 
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You Choose! 
 

SVdP Small Groups  

Now you have seen a part of God’s great love story. The 

greatest gift God gives us is his love and he shows this to us 

by giving us our own free will. We know he has chosen us, 

but we must also choose him. We saw many characters in 

the cast of The Chosen. Jesus Christ chooses to give his love 

freely to them all. They were normal people like you and me. 

Only two of those characters in the show were without sin 

(Jesus and his mom), yet many of those sinners chose Jesus – 

and some of the most pious did not. 

St. Thomas Aquinas imagined that as each of our souls 

were created there was an angel and a demon that stood 

beside us to try to pull us to choose their path. St. Ignatius of 

Loyola pictured life as a battlefield with only two choices - to 

choose Jesus and be a warrior for him or to choose to 

advance the cause of the devil. We know the Blessed Trinity 

will guide us toward the right choice if we walk with him. 

“Take Lord and receive all of my liberty, my memory, my 

understanding and my entire will, all I have and call my own you 

have given all to me. To you, Lord, I return it.  Everything is 

yours; do with it what you will. Give me only your love and your 

grace, that is enough for me.”             

St. Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Jesuit Order  

 
SVdP plans to use Season One to guide fellowship in small 

groups. This is a chance to develop a closer relationship with 
our Lord Jesus Christ and with each other. If you want to get 
involved, no preparation is required!  Just get into a group to 
discuss the shows. Some groups may watch the show 
together and some may get together “virtually” to discuss the 
show after each person watches the episode on their own.  

Small Group Study Practices 

This booklet can be used to guide your group or personal 
studies. We suggest that group sessions start with time to 
socialize before you view the episode together or start a 
discussion. 

Scripture references are included for each episode. You 
may wish to read these together before viewing the show so 
that you can see the scripture unfold in the portrayal. 

The booklet has suggested questions to guide discussion as 
well as deeper activities you may wish to pursue individually or 
with people in your group. Feel free to encourage other 
thoughts or questions for discussion within the group. 

Prayer is always a great way to start and end the session. 
You can use the Our Father, offer special intentions, or other 
prayers from the group members. 

How can I get into a study group for The Chosen? 
We are forming 
small groups to 
meet in person and 
on-line. You can 
sign up for a group 
after Mass, you can 
call the parish 
office, or check on 

the SVdP website for more information. You can also get 
together with a friend to watch the show and discuss. 
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We Are Chosen 
 

Episode 8 – I Am He 

The Bible is the greatest love story ever told. It spans 

millennia of time to tell us the story of God’s love for all of 

humankind! Jesus Christ, the Star of The Chosen (and of the 

Bible too!), is God and his love incarnate for each one of us. 

Each of us is “chosen” by God by name from the beginning of 

our creation. This TV re-enactment strives to help further 

reveal Jesus Christ to us his chosen – you and me! 

The Bible is actually a collection of 73 books, each telling a 

different piece of the story of Christ and his incarnation; and, 

each of these books, in a unique way with a unique purpose at 

a specific point in time over this span of millennia, without 

error reveals God’s truth for all of humankind. There are 

thousands of characters and many stories and historical 

events within the pages of these books. The Bible’s purpose is 

to reveal God and his love to us - his chosen - and it does so 

beautifully. I can’t even imagine the volumes that would have 

to be written to cover all these characters and events (look at 

John 21:25). However, have you ever wondered what the rest 

of the story is for some of these characters and what it might 

have really been like to walk the streets in Biblical times with 

the people in the Bible --- especially to walk with Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God? 

 
Summary: 

This finale episode from Season One begins with a 

flashback to Jacob's Well. Fast forward to Simon's house for a 

miraculous visit. Then Jesus and his disciples leave Capernaum 

while under pressure from religious and Roman authorities. 

The apostles are still confused but are drawing together and 

are anxious for the Kingdom to come. Jesus makes a surprise 

stop at Jacob's Well for an important encounter. With this 

encounter, his ministry becomes public. 

Some Background: 

Samaritan women were regarded by Jews as ritually 

impure, and therefore Jews were forbidden to drink from any 

vessel they had handled. 

Scripture Reference: 

Genesis 33:18-20 & 16, Hosea 6:6, Daniel 7:13-14, Matthew 

9:9-13 & 8:14-15, Mark 2:13-17, Luke 4:38-39, John 4:1-42 

Discussion: 

 How did Eden and Nicodemus handle calls to discipleship? 

 Did you notice how joyful the woman at the well was at 

the end of her discussions with Jesus? How can we open 

ourselves to feel that way when we talk to Jesus? 

 Who were the first who were told about Jesus’ birth? Who 

did he first tell about his ministry? What were their social 

status’? 

 The disciples receive strength from Jesus but give each 

other strength as well. To whom do you go to strengthen 

your resolve and faith? 

A Deeper Dive 

 Spend some time in prayer with Jesus.  Reflect on him and 
strive to know him personally. Picture how he is active in 
your life. 

 

  

2 

3 12 



Episode 7 - Invitations 
 

We Are Chosen 

Summary: 

This episode starts with a 1300-year flashback to a little-

known story of Moses and the Israelites during the Exodus. It 

includes the portrayal of one of the most famously quoted 

chapters in the Bible (John 3), the conversation between 

Jesus and Nicodemus. Jesus continues to call his followers 

forging a core group of people he will prepare for fantastic 

works ahead. These disciples have various backgrounds and 

many personal issues, but they are prepared to follow their 

kind, brilliant, miracle-working rabbi anywhere he goes.  

Scripture Reference: 

Psalm 2:11-12, Numbers 21:4-9, Matthew 9:9-13,  

John 3:1-21 

Discussion: 

 Nicodemus had some struggles in this episode. How do 

you relate to Nicodemus? 

 Simon Peter questions Jesus' choice in picking Matthew. 

Simon Peter says to Jesus, “Whoa, do You have any idea 

what this guy has done? I don’t get it.” Jesus answers, 

“You didn’t get it when I chose you, either.” Simon 

replies, “But this is different.” Jesus tells Simon, “Get 

used to different.” Have you ever had a similar 

conversation with God? What do you think Jesus is calling 

us to do “differently?” 

A Deeper Dive 

 Share your story of encountering Jesus/God/The Holy 
Spirit. To which part of the Trinity do you best relate? Do 
you feel you have a personal relationship with anyone in 
the Trinity? 

 

 
The Chosen allows you to step back in time and imagine 

what it might have been like when Jesus first walked among 

us. It shows what this might have looked like through the eyes 

of the people who walked on Earth with Jesus, the disciples, 

Mary, his mother, the Pharisees, the children and those he 

healed. The message is set in Jesus’ time on Earth, but it is 

about the timeless message of his love. 

The Chosen stays faithful 

to the Gospels and at the 

same time tells a story of 

what the daily life, thoughts 

and journey of those people 

who are mentioned in the 

Bible might have been like. Of 

course, some of these details 

are conjecture or fictional, but 

the team producing The 

Chosen strived to be true to 

the historical context of life at the time of Jesus and also to the 

character as we know it from scripture of those people and 

events. The series does not contradict scripture but instead 

puts life around it so that we as viewers can imagine, “What 

was life like with Jesus.” 

As you watch the episodes and discuss them with your 

friends, family, and study group, we hope you will grow closer 

not only to each other but to Jesus Christ, who has chosen you 

to be one of his! 

“It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you.”  

John 15:16 

“He chose us in him, before the foundation of the world to be 

holy and without blemish before him,” Ephesians 1:4 
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Episode 1 - I Have Called You by Name 
 

Episode 6 – Indescribable Compassion 

Summary: 

We are introduced to Mary Magdalene, about whom we 

know little from the Bible. We know she was cured of seven 

demons (Luke 8:1-3) and not much else. She was at Jesus’ 

crucifixion and his resurrection, so we can imagine she was a 

dedicated disciple. Mary of Magdala may not be a Bible 

character you have personally empathized with before, but 

you might now! We also meet some of the disciples and get 

to know them before they encounter Jesus. You may have 

never imagined what their daily work, troubles, and family 

might have been like. 

Some Background: 

While Nicodemus’ attempted exorcism is fictional, there 

is evidence of Jewish exorcisms during this time. There is also 

no historical or biblical evidence that Mary Magdalene was a 

prostitute or ever went by the name Lilith. 

Scripture Reference: 

Isaiah 43:1, John 3:1, Luke 8:1-3, Mark 16: 9 

Discussion: 

 What did you think about Jesus’ timing and appearance?  

 In what ways do you identify with Lilith/Mary 

Magdalene?  Nicodemus? Simon Peter? 

 What do you think an encounter with Jesus looked like 

then? Today?  How can, or has, an encounter with Jesus 

changed you or someone you know? 

 When Jesus follows Mary out of the tavern, he calls her 

"Mary of Magdala," not Lilith. Why is this such a big deal? 

A Deeper Dive 

 Do you know someone who needs to “come and see” 

Jesus? Pray for them, then make the introduction. Trust 

Jesus to do the convincing and to call them by name.  

 
 Summary: 

Jesus’ followers continue their path on the greatest 

adventure in history. They are asking questions, learning about 

their charismatic rabbi, slowly gaining faith, and witnessing 

incredible things! Their excitement is growing; people are 

paying attention. Jesus heals and urges people to be vigilant 

with their faith and teaches that no one person is greater than 

any other. While Jesus’ following is growing, his enemies are 

also growing in number. 

Some Background: 

Leprosy was a major incurable disease in the time of Jesus 

and was still so even within the last 100 years. The sickness 

made you an outcast from the community and even your 

family. You didn’t die quickly, but you were immediately 

banished with no care! 

Scripture Reference: 

Matthew 8:1-4 & 5:14-6, Luke 12:36-48 & 18:1-14, Mark 2:1-2 

Discussion: 

 What must the men who carried their friend have believed 

about Jesus that led them to take such extreme measures? 

 How did people react to the miracles? How do people react 

today? 

 Imagine you were diagnosed in the time of Christ with 

leprosy. How might you have reacted? 

 What events and situations in our society today can cause 

people to suffer as leprosy did in Jesus’ day? How do you 

think Jesus would treat them? 

A Deeper Dive 

 How can you reach out to someone who might feel they 
are an outcast?  Pray about it. 
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Episode 5 – The Wedding Gift 
 

Episode 2 - Shabbat 

Summary: 

We see Jesus in a definitive moment of his childhood 

which provides us insight into his mission. Fast-forward to 

adulthood: He has begun to call followers, but they are 

confused. Yes, they believe, but what do they do next? 

Nicodemus interrogates John the Baptizer while Jesus and his 

followers make their way to a wedding celebration in Cana 

where Jesus‘ mother, Mary, makes a special request. 

Some Background: 

“Blessed are You O Lord, our God, King of the Universe, 

who creates the fruit of the vine” is a traditional Jewish 

blessing. The chuppah is a canopy under which Jewish 

marriage ceremonies are conducted. The four openings 

symbolize hospitality to one’s guests and the new home of 

the couple. 

Scripture Reference: 

1 Kings 19:19-21, Proverbs 30:4, John 2:1-12, Luke 2:41-52 

Discussion: 

 What did it feel like to see Jesus laughing with friends 

and enjoying their company? 

 Does this change how you envision an “encounter with 

Jesus?” 

 During the wedding feast, the writers help us imagine 

what the disciples might have discussed about Jesus. In 

the scene Simon Peter states, “I do not know why he 

picked me,” and dismisses himself as unqualified to 

follow Jesus.  Have you felt like Peter in this scene? 

 Have you ever felt like Simon Peter or Andrew when 

Simon Peter says, “I don’t want to let him down," and 

Andrew responds, “I don’t want to do it wrong.” 

 
Summary: 

We find out how Jesus might have worshiped God as a 

young adult Jewish man in this episode. Nicodemus pursues 

the woman who was miraculously healed after his own failure. 

All of the Jews observe the weekly Shabbat dinner, which 

features a surprise visitor to Mary’s house! 

Scripture Reference: 

Genesis 2:1-3, Deuteronomy 5:12-15, Proverbs 31:10-31   

Mark 3:16-18, John 1:46, Revelation 3:20 

Discussion: 

 When a miracle happens, are you one to question every 

detail or do you enjoy and celebrate it?  

 We are to rest and honor God, family, and people on the 

Sabbath, to refresh our souls. Rest is a restorative gift. How 

or are you utilizing it? Could you be utilizing it more, and if 

so, how? 

 Simon Peter and Andrew were in a tough position. What do 

you think about how they handled it? 

 How has your understanding of the role (and the hatred 

toward) of tax collectors been enhanced? 

 Matthew said that his father said he has no son. How did 

this impact your view of him? 

 Why do you think Jesus chose to go to the Shabbat he went 

to?  Why didn’t he choose the Shabbat Nicodemus 

attended?  What does this say about Jesus’ ministry? 

 What aspects of the Jewish Shabbat dinner do you 

recognize in the Catholic Mass? 

A Deeper Dive 

 Invite someone into your home/life and tell them about 
what God has done in your life. 
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Episode 3 – Jesus Loves the Little 

Children 

 
Episode 4 – The Rock on Which it is 

Built  

Summary: 

Do you know what it means to embrace a childlike faith? 

This beautiful episode introduces us to some children who 

demonstrate to us how to listen to Jesus. The bold and 

simple faith of childhood is on display. They are naturally 

entranced by his kindness and gentleness with them. They 

learn a great deal from his simple message of love and grace. 

Some Background: 

Jesus washes his feet before entering his bed. As a 

faithful Jewish man, Jesus followed this and other Jewish 

traditions. Foot-washing throughout the Old Testament is a 

sign of hospitality, service, and purification.   

Scripture Reference: 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5, Isaiah 61:1-2, Mark 10:14,   

Luke 4:18-19, & 18:15-17, Matthew 6:9-15 & 18:3-5   

Discussion: 

 Why do you think Jesus’ responses to some of the 

children’s questions seemed evasive or incomplete? How 

does this relate to his responses to our questions? 

 Jesus’ gift reminded Abigail that he did not come just for 

the wealthy. How does that make you feel about Jesus? 

What does that mean about how we, as his disciples, 

treat people? 

 Why do you think Jesus welcomed these children? What 

does this say about how much he desires to welcome 

you? 

A Deeper Dive 

 “Adults need the faith of children.” How can I do this with 
intention in my faith and life? 

 
Summary: 

When a man is trying to provide for his family, desperate 

times call for desperate measures. Simon Peter reaches his 

lowest and most desperate point before Jesus intrudes in the 

best way possible. With the miracle of the fish, we see that 

even when we have given up on God, he hasn’t given up on us! 

Scripture Reference: 

Matthew 13:47-52 & 4:18-22 & 3:1-7, Luke 8:10 & 5:1-11, 

John 1:29-34  

Discussion: 

 It is easy to overlook how intense the teachings of Jesus 

are. His parables and teachings were not sanitized, feel-

good messages. What do you think the impact of this 

miracle would have meant in the context of Jesus’ time? 

 How did Simon Peter’s backstory (all of which is fictional 

license) make you feel about Simon Peter’s character? 

 The night of the Sea of Galilee amplified the encounter 

with Jesus in the morning. Have you ever experienced 

Jesus coming to you after a “dark night” in your life? 

 Andrew met Jesus through John the Baptist and is 

confident he is the Messiah. What do you think about his 

longing for Simon Peter to know Jesus? Why was Simon 

Peter skeptical? Who is your skeptical “Peter?” 

 What was the role of John the Baptist? How is this also our 

role as the Church? 

 Jesus told the brothers that they would become fishers of 

men. What do you think they expected?  

A Deeper Dive 

 How can I become a “fisher of people?” 
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