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“The Twelve Days” of Christmas Time – A Little History 
By Christmas Day many of us are all too ready to take down the Christmas decorations and start 

to think about the New Year. Well Good News!  Christmas Time as we celebrate it in the Church 
isn’t over on the 25th of December – It is just beginning! We actually celebrate Christmas Time 
from the start of the Christmas Eve Mass until the Baptism of the Lord, which is January 10th this 
year.  If you are counting that is 17 days of Christmas!  The length actually varies from 14 to 20 
days depending on the Church calendar. The funny thing is that the one number of days we can 
now never have in Christmas Time is Twelve! So where did the ever-popular carol ‘The Twelve Days 
of Christmas’ come from? From the 4th century until 1970 Christmas Time ended on January 5th, 
the Twelfth Night, which is the eve of the solemnity of the Epiphany on January 6th. After Vatican 
II, in the United States, the celebration of the solemnity of the Epiphany was moved to the Sunday 
after Christmas.  The Baptism of the Lord is the Sunday after that. Got it all figured out?  Hold on – 
If Christmas is on a Sunday the solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, which is January 1st, falls on a 
Sunday too! When that happens, the Epiphany is moved to the next Sunday and the Baptism of the 
Lord is observed on the next day. If that sounds complex, just remember this – Christmas Day is 
the start, not the end.  It is not only the start of our celebration of Christmas Time in the Church it 
is the start of Christ’s time her on earth with us. 

 

‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ is an old English Folk Christmas carol. The origin of the song is 
not certain but it may have been used by Catholics to teach the faith in England. From 1558 until 
1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly. Some believe 
that during that era this carol was written as a catechism song for young Catholics. It has two levels 
of meaning: on the surface - 12 fabulous gifts from “My True Love,” plus a hidden meaning used 
by the Church for each of these gifts. The hidden meaning correlates the number and the gift to an 
element of our faith.  It is a fun way to teach and remember. Let’s look at an example of the hidden 
message. The "True Love" that keeps on giving gifts is not a smitten boy or girlfriend but God who 
loved us into being and showed his love when he gave us Christ, born on Christmas Day. Read the 
package to learn more!  

In the Package 
 This package includes some fun things to think about & do for each of the ‘Twelve Days 
of Christmas.’ Have fun as you discover the hidden gifts when you “unwrap” the Gifts of 

Christmas Time. See if you can add some of your own discussion or activities. 
The centerfold in this booklet can be pulled out and is a family game ‘A Christmas 

Journey!’  In the supplemental packet, game cards are included to be cut out.  
Coloring pages are also added for each of the 12 days! 

You’ll also find some teen reflections at the end and other fun activities in the inserts 
Finally, the back cover includes words for the ‘Hidden 12 days of Christmas.’  You can sing 

along with family and friends using the hidden gifts to the familiar tune! 

Celebrate and start some new traditions in our faith this year!  

MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass!!  

 
 
 
 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
December 20th 
 
Liturgical Color:  
White 

21st 22nd 23rd 24th 
Christmas Eve Mass: 
4, 6, & 8 p.m. 
Christmas Time  
Begins at dusk 

25th     
1st Day of Christmas 
Christmas Day Mass: 
11:00 a.m. 
Solemnity of the  
Nativity of the Lord 

26th   
2nd Day of Christmas 

27th   
3rd Day of Christmas 
 
Feast of the Holy  
Family 

28th   
4th Day of Christmas 
 
 

29th   
5th Day of Christmas 

30th    
6th Day of Christmas 

31st    
7th Day of Christmas 
 
New Year’s Eve 
Mass 5:00 p.m. 

January 1st, 2021 
8th Day of Christmas 
 
Mass 11:00 a.m. 
Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God 

2nd    
9th Day of Christmas 
 

3rd    
10th Day of Christmas 
 
Epiphany 

4th    
11th Day of Christmas 

5th    
12th Day of Christmas 
 

6th 
*Epiphany is moved 
to Sunday. It is a 
moveable feast. 

7th 8th 9th  

10th 
Baptism of the Lord  
 
Christmas Time Ends 

11th 
Ordinary Times  
Begins 

12th 13th 14th 15th 16th 
 
 
 

17th 
 
 

      

Christmas Time 2020-2021 
Christmas TimeChristmas Time

2020-20212020-2021

20 + C + M + B + 2120 + C + M + B + 21



Christmas Day -  “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name 
shall be called Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” (Matthew 1:23) Here are few 
suggestions for your family to celebrate the birth of Jesus! Check out Spotify for a playlist 
with all your favorite Christmas music and have it playing throughout the house or spend 
the evening watching Christmas movies. Check out this list of 
films from the USCCB. 
usccb.org/media/movie-reviews/christmas-movies 
Finally, choose a patron saint for 2021 or check out the Saint 
Name Generator saintsnamegenerator.com by Jen Fulwiler, 
where one is picked for you randomly! 

Feast of the Holy Family - Let the Holy Family serve 
as a model for you. Consider ways you can build a domestic 
church in your home. (See the supplemental packet for 
“Tools for Building the Domestic Church” from the USCCB)

Solemnity of Mary - Attend Mass (11:00 a.m.) on this 
holy day of obligation in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
who was the mother of Jesus and the mother to us all. Add a 
Hail Mary to your mealtime prayer. Wear blue today 
in honor of Mary!

Epiphany - The traditional date of 
Epiphany is January 6, but in the United 
States, it is celebrated on the Sunday 
between January 2 and January 8. The 
Epiphany marks the arrival of visitors, 
traditionally identified as magi, to where 
Jesus was born. Their visit is a reminder 
that Jesus came to bring salvation to all nations. Today is the day families are “chalking 
the doors” into their homes. Use chalk to write above the main entrance the specific year, 
separated by the letters C, M and, B (e.g., 20+C+M+B+21, for the 2021 blessing). 

The letters stand for the Latin blessing, “Christus Mansionem Benedicat (May Christ 
Bless this House),” as well as the legendary names for the three Magi: Caspar, Melchior, 
and Balthazar, most often seen symbolically to represent Asia, Europe, and Africa, 
respectively.

Baptism of the Lord - Tomorrow, we return to Ordinary Time; read the story of 
Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan (Mt 3:13-17 or Mk 1:9-11). 

https://www.usccb.org/media/movie-reviews/christmas-movies
http://www.saintsnamegenerator.com
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The first gift we are given is God himself. There is one God of truth, and we only exist 
because God loves us. He gave of himself for 

us and to us! 
The partridge in the pear tree represents 

sacrificial love because that bird is willing to 
sacrifice its life to protect its young by 

feigning injury to draw away predators. Of 
course, the partridge is Jesus Christ, Son of 

God and our Lord; and the Pear Tree is 
Christ's Cross on Calvary. 

 
1. Christmas is a time of hopeful anticipation.  How does the incarnation and 

resurrection of Christ give you hope? 
 

2. Consider the great love stories of our time. True love is always "two way." God has 
chosen us. He showed us on the cross.  How can we show that we choose Him? 

 

 
1. Treat yourself to fresh pears today, and while enjoying them, think about the beauty 

of the cross. 
 

2. Count the number of Crosses or Crucifixes you can find in your house.  Does your 
home show what you value?  
 

3. For fun, Google "partridge" and see what a partridge looks like.   
Learn how partridges were used in 16th century England when the song was written.  

 
4. For a deeper look at the gift - Read Genesis 1 and consider God's creation for us.  

  

John 3:16   

For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
Him might not perish but have eternal life. 

“On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me, 

A Partridge in a Pear Tree” 

Discuss with Family and Friends 

Activities 

Memory Verse 
for the 1st day 
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Turtle doves were often used by the Jewish community as 

offerings to God. It is likely as devout Jews that Mary and Joseph 
offered two turtle doves as a sacrificial gift to God when Jesus 

was 40 days old.  
In the hidden meaning, the two turtle doves 
are the two parts of the Bible, the Old and 

New Testaments, God's gift to us. The Bible 
shows us how He loves us and reveals His truth. Each of the 

"Testaments "is a Covenant or promise from God. 
The Bible is the divinely inspired word of God. Studying the 
revelation of the Bible not only teaches us but inspires us.  

The Old Testament has 46 books, each telling a different part of God's creation and 
relationship with His people and in many different writing styles. 

The 27 books of the New Testament reveal Christ and His sacrifice for us.  It includes 
letters to the early Church to guide them in what a Christian community should look like. 

 
1. Did you know Bibles are not accessible in many parts of the world? How can we use 

the gift of the Bible to grow our faith?    

 
 

1. Find a Bible in your house that you like and "thumb" through it for fun.  See what is 
in it that you may not have noticed before.  

 
2. Read a favorite "Bible story" with your family.  

 
3. Find out what a Turtle Dove is? Where would you find one?  

 
4. For a deeper look at the gift - Pick up a *Catholic Bible and read the Preface that 

explains the Bible. (* endorsed by the U.S. Catholic Conference of Bishops usccb.org ) 

  

John 1:1   

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

“On the second day of Christmas my true love gave to me, 

Two Turtle Doves” 

Discuss with Family and Friends 

Activities 

Memory Verse 
for the 2nd day 
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What is a French Hen?  Hard 
to say as today there are over 
500 varieties of hens – none 

specific to France.   
It could be just a fun way to 
remember the number 3 for 

the three Theological Virtues 
of Faith, Hope, and Love (or Charity).   

Theological Virtues are the foundation of our Christian moral behavior. Our faith leads 
us to develop and practice other virtues.   

Our faith in Christ's death and resurrection leads to our hope to live in the Kingdom of 
God. This ultimately leads to charitable actions to show Christ's love to others. 

 
1. Discuss the symbols for: i) faith, the cross, ii) hope, the anchor, and iii) love, the 

heart.  Why do you think these symbols are used?  
 

 
1. 35% of the meat eaten in the world is chicken. It literally sustains the world's diet! 

Have chicken for a meal and remember how we are sustained by our faith, hope, 
and love each time you eat a (probably not French) hen! 
 

2. Find as many chickens as you can in your house!  Remember that includes pictures, 
stuffed animals and toys, meat, and maybe even eggs!   I bet you have a lot of 
(probably not French) hens! Is your house filled with faith, hope, and love too? 

 
3. For a deeper look at the gift – Read Romans chapter 5.  What is St. Paul's 

message to the Roman Christians of the first century?  What is his message to us 
today? 

  

“On the third day of Christmas my true love gave to me, 

Three French hens” 

1 Corinthians 13:13   

So faith, hope, love remain, these 
three; but the greatest of these is love. 

Discuss with Family and Friends 

Activities 

Memory Verse 
for the 3rd day 
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The "Four Calling Birds" remind us 

of the gift of the four Gospels, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, in 
the New Testament. There are four 

books in the Bible, but there is 
really only one "Gospel," which 

means "good news," and that is the 
good news of Jesus' incarnation.  

I've heard it said by many theologians that the first thing to 
read in the Bible is the Gospels.  These books of the Bible are calling us with the love of 

Christ and tell of His incarnation and the salvation He bought for us with His blood.  

 

1. What is your favorite story in the Gospels?  Why?  Do you know which Gospels tell 
the story of Christmas? 

 

1. Thumb through the book of Matthew and see how many familiar stories and 
parables you can find.  How many is it? 

 
2. Go outside and listen for five minutes.  How many different kinds of birds can you 

hear calling? Should be plenty even in the winter on a sunny day. 
 

3. Search online to hear some common bird calls. If you don't know where to start, try; 
Cardinal, Mourning Dove, Robin, Chickadee, Blue Jay, Crow, Titmouse, Wren.  Did 
you hear any of these sounds in activity #2? 

 
4. For a deeper look at the gift – Father Kent used to say, "Read the Book of John 

first!" Do it! It's not long, about 30 pages in most Bibles. You can take a few days!  
  

“On the fourth day of Christmas my true love gave to me, 

Four Calling Birds” 

Luke 1: 3-4 

I too have decided, after investigating 
everything accurately anew, to write it down in 
an orderly sequence for you, most excellent 

Theophilus, so that you may realize the 
certainty of the teachings you have received. 

Discuss with Family and Friends 

Activities 

Memory Verse 
for the 4th day 
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The Five Golden Rings remind us 
of the first five books of the Bible.  

These books are called the 
Pentateuch or, in Jewish tradition, 
the Torah, which means "the law."  

These books tell the story of God's creation for us and 
how God revealed himself to Abraham's descendants.  

It includes the Mosaic laws God gave to His people and 
shows God's covenant to His people; and, His efforts to 

show them the path of righteousness.  

 
1. As a boy, Jesus would have memorized the Pentateuch. What are the stories we 

find in the first five books? How do these stories affect your practice and faith today?   

 
1. Look at a map of the Jewish "Exodus." 

bible-history.com/maps/route_exodus.html  
Think of a trip you might make today that is about this long. How long would it take? 
 

2. For fun, find a different type of ring for each finger on one hand.   
 

3. Think of as many things as you can that come in fives.  
 

4. Read a Bible story with the family from any of the first five books of the Bible?  
 

5. For a deeper look at the gift – Read a book on the Jewish roots of our faith.  Brant 
Pitre has written several good ones, as have other Catholic scholars. This YouTube 
video is a good resource. youtu.be/xl3pD4l0K5U 

  

“On the fifth day of Christmas my true love gave to me, 

Five ----- Golden ----- Rings” 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the 
Lord alone! Therefore, you shall love the 

Lord, your God, with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength! 

Discuss with Family and Friends 

Activities 

Memory Verse 
for the 5th Day 



Turn the page to find the game board for A Christmas Journey. You might want to loosen the staples 
and release it from this Faith2Go booklet to make it easy for your family to play. Instructions are 
printed on the board’s other side. You’ll also find the game’s Question and Event cards in the 
supplemental packet. We hope this activity encourages your family to spend more quality time 
together as you learn about the Holy Family’s journey.

A Christmas Journey GameA Christmas Journey Game

Opening Prayer from the Mass of the Holy FamilyOpening Prayer from the Mass of the Holy Family

The Feast of the Holy Family is not just a time for us to honor and celebrate the Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. It is also a time for us to honor and celebrate our own families. The Holy 
Family is the model for our families. The Church teaches that each family is a “domestic church” 
or the “church in miniature.” This feast is a good time to do something special as a family. The 
Holy Family had a very difficult beginning. The birth of Jesus did not happen in a safe and hygienic 
hospital but rather in a manger. Joseph needed to take his wife and baby to far away Egypt for a 
period of exile to protect them from the wicked King Herod, who wanted to have the baby killed. 
It was only after the king died that the family was able to return to Nazareth. Perhaps your family 
has had its own trials. We invite you to play “A Christmas Journey.” As you begin the game, use one 
of the prayers below.

Let us pray
[for peace in our families]
Father,
help us to live as the Holy Family,
united in respect and love.
Bring us to the joy and peace of your eternal home.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

New Saint Joseph Sunday Missal

Parent Blessing for their ChildrenParent Blessing for their Children
Bless you my child, ________, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Game Time!Game Time!
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A Christmas Journey - Instructions
Travel with Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus as they journey to Bethlehem and Egypt and back to Nazareth.
Answer questions based on the nativity story and their flight to Egypt.  Map games are great for helping
kids to get familiar with the geography of the Bible lands.

Ages: approximately 7 to 12

Number of Players: 2 to 4

How to Play
1. Shuffle the question cards and place them face-down on the board.
2. Shuffle the event cards and place them face-down on the board.
3. Roll a die to decide who goes first.
4. Find something to use as playing pieces (counters, buttons, etc). Put the playing pieces on Nazareth to

start.  Move clockwise around that board (so, from Nazareth, head down along the river to Bethlehem).
5. The first player rolls one die and moves the resulting number of places towards Bethlehem.

 If he lands on a question square, one of the other players should draw the top question card and ask
him the question.  If he answers incorrectly, he misses his next turn. Return the card to the bottom of
the pile.  Play moves to the next person.

 If he lands on an event square, he draws the top event card and follows the directions.  Return the
card to the bottom of the pile.  Play then moves to the next person.

6. The first person to get back to Nazareth is the winner.

Notes
Some questions have several possible answers, or could be answered in different ways – if the given answer 
is Biblically correct then it should be accepted even if it is not the particular answer given on the card.

The parent or teacher should decide how much detail is required for an answer (e.g. for the question "What 
is a census?" which has answer "A census is a way for a government to collect information about all the 
people in a country, like their names, ages, income, etc.", you might want to accept "A census is when the 
king counts the people" or anything else that is basically correct).

Scripture references are given for reference only – players are not expected to give them as part of their    
answer. 

You might want to set a time limit for answering.

If the children are still learning the story and need a bit of help, you could allow them to use a Bible to look 
up the answers for the first few times that you play.  It would probably be helpful to read the story from the 
Bible before playing the game:  Matthew 1:18 to Matthew 2:23 and Luke 1:5 to Luke 2:40.

© www.LivingWaterBibleGames.com
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 Unwrap the Gifts of Christmas Time  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
An egg often represents new life. Young geese 
are created by God when mamma geese are 

"a laying" their eggs!   
God created all that is visible and invisible by 

just His word!  The story of creation in 
Genesis takes six days, and then God rests, 

thus giving us our world and a day of rest. God is 
the Creator, not a part of the creation. Creation is 

an Act of God's Love!  He willed it to be for us, 
not because God needed it or because he 

wanted to prove he could.  God gave us existence out of love!  
Remember, "God is God."  God coached us on this in the Bible -  

"Be Still and know that I am God!"  

 

1. Think of something you have created.  How did you feel about that creation? 
Discuss how you treat your own creations.  How do you think this helps to 
understand God as our Creator?  

  
2. Discuss how you being God's creation makes you feel? 

 

 
1. What is being created in an egg? Decorate six Christmas hard-boiled eggs!  

 
2. Learn what geese are found in Kansas. How long does a goose egg take to hatch? 

 
3. For a deeper look at the gift – Read Genesis 1 (again!). If you are very ambitious, 

memorize it as the SVDP Easter Vigil Mass's lectors have! 
 

 
  

“On the sixth day of Christmas my true love gave to me, 

Six Geese a Laying” 

Genesis 1:3   

Then God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 

Discuss with Family and Friends 

Activities 

Memory Verse 
for the 6th day 
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Swans are seen as a sign of grace, 

beauty, love, trust, and loyalty.  A pair 
of swans is one of the few in the animal 

kingdom that mate for life.  
The Church gives us seven sacraments, Baptism, 

Confirmation, Eucharist, Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick, Holy Orders, and 
Matrimony, which are all actions of the Holy Spirit on us through the Body of Christ, the 
Church. They flow from God's love and give us the grace of the Holy Spirit and peace.  
Sacramental Baptism is the gateway to life in the Spirit. 
Through Baptism, we are freed from sin and reborn as 

children of God and incorporated into God's Church for life. 

 
1. The Baptism of the Lord on January 10th ends our Christmas Time season. This is 

one of the few stories of Jesus' ministry that is covered in all four Gospels. Jesus 
was baptized when he started his ministry.  Why do you think he did that? 

 
1. Count the number of sacraments that have been celebrated by each person in your 

household. For fun, how many sacraments can you receive in your lifetime? Think 
about what you have to look forward to in celebration! 

 
2. Watch or look at a picture of a swan.  Does it make you feel peaceful?  

 
3. For a deeper look at the gift – Find your Baptismal certificate.  Did you know what 

day you were baptized? Light a candle on your baptism day. What other ways could 
you celebrate your birth into the Church? 
 

  

“On the seventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me, 

Seven Swans a Swimming” 

Matthew 4:16-17   

After Jesus was baptized, … the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove coming upon Him. And 
a voice came from the heavens saying, “This is 

my Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

Discuss with Family and Friends 

Activities 

Memory Verse 
for the 7th day 
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Somewhere in the 17th century, it 
was noticed that the lowly 
milkmaid was consistently 

"blessed" with a perfect 
complexion, far better than the 
skin of royalty and the socially 

exalted!  We now know that this 
is because of exposure to 

Cowpox, which made them 
immune to the more disfiguring smallpox yet did 

not create skin ruptures.  
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus shares the 
Beatitudes, eight things, usually "suffered" by 

those we might consider lowly in secular society, 
for which they will be blessed.  This is not a rule 

book to get into Heaven. His message of hope for 
those who are not exalted in this world will 

receive blessings in Heaven for their purity and 
trials on Earth. Jesus ends this list with the admonition to, "Rejoice and be glad for your 

reward will be great in Heaven." Faith in Jesus' promise is what gives us hope! 

 

1. Like the milkmaids of the 17th century, we have all received blessings we didn't 
recognize as such at the time.  Discuss what some of these are in your life.   
How can you find the blessing in your daily life?  

 

1. Have a glass of milk. Think about what a blessing it is that you can have one any 
time you want! No milkmaids or smallpox today! It hasn't always been so easy! 

 
2. For a deeper look at the gift – Read Matthew 5, 6, & 7, where you will find the 

Beatitudes and the rest of the Sermon on the Mount. What other guidance does 
Jesus give us? 

 

“On the eighth day of Christmas my true love gave to me, 

Eight Maids a Milking” 

Matthew 7: 28, 29 

When Jesus finished these words, the 
crowds were astonished at His teaching, for 
He taught them as one having authority… 

Discuss with Family and Friends 

Activities 

Memory Verse 
for the 8th day 
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Dancing is an expression of one's self and shares 
beauty with others. An excellent dancer 

practices much and benefits from 
unique gifts that allow them to express 

gifts of joy to others through dance.  
 Similarly, when we accept the gift of the 

Holy Spirit and practice our faith well, we 
are promised we will yield the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit; love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control. The very purpose of the Holy Spirit is to change our lives.  

When we accept that gift, we are forever changed.  The closer we get to the vine, Jesus 
Christ, the better our yield of fruit will be.   

 
1. If you are a gardener, you know you only get good fruit if you put in a little work. 

What can you do to "bear more fruit" as a member of the Body of Christ? 
 

 
1. Eat as many different kinds of fruit as you can today! Try to find nine – one for each 

of the Fruits of the Spirit!  
 

2. Learn what it takes to grow and produce your favorite fruit.  
 

3. Put on some music and dance – just for fun!  
 

4. For a deeper look at the gift – Read St. Paul's letter to the Galatians. It's short and 
to the point! If you want the shorter version, read Chapters 5 and 6, St. Paul's 
"Exhortation to Christian Living." 

  

“On the ninth day of Christmas my true love gave to me, 

Nine Ladies Dancing” 

Galatians 5:22-23   

…the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.  

Discuss with Family and Friends 

Activities 

Memory Verse 
for the 9th day 
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In times of olde, there was not a gym with 
exercise equipment.  The peasants had no need 

to "exercise," but nobility thought it both sport 
and invigorating.  One common exercise for 
nobility when they couldn't get outside due to 
weather was to play a game similar to "Leap 

Frog" in the long hallways of a manor house.  So, 
the 10 Leaping Lords were exercising!  

God also wants us to exercise our mind and will toward 
righteousness. We have to work hard to understand and live 
by the 10 Commandments that God gave to Moses to guide 
the Jewish people – and us today.  There were 613 Mosaic 

Laws in total! A pious Jew has to memorize them all! 

 
1. Read the 10 Commandments in Deuteronomy 5.  Discuss how they might apply to 

our world today.   

 
1. Do you have any "rules" in your household?  For fun, ask each person to write down 

the "rules" that they think are important.  Then compare them and discuss.  
Remember, this is for fun!  

 
2. Find a wintertime exercise you can do as a family and leap for fun and health!  

 
3. Go on a scavenger hunt for ten of your favorite things.  

 
4. For a deeper look at the gift – Find in the Bible Jesus' one rule for us.  Discuss 

how it encompasses the 10 Commandments – and maybe all 613 mosaic laws!  
  

“On the tenth day of Christmas my true love gave to me, 

Ten Lords a Leaping” 

Matthew 22:37    

…“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all our soul, 

and with all your mind.” 

Discuss with Family and Friends 

Activities 

Memory Verse 
for the 10th day 



 Unwrap the Gifts of Christmas Time  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
In Olde England, it is possible that the piper they referred to in the carol 

was a Bagpipe player.  Have you ever heard one? It is unmistakable and 
can be heard from a great distance.  Can you imagine how hard it 

would be to ignore "Eleven Pipers Piping?" 
Jesus left 11 faithful Apostles to carry the 

message of His love and incarnation to the 
world.  They were to proclaim it loudly and 
clearly, and the message was to be an 

unmistakable call to be part of the Body of Christ.  The 
Apostles quickly selected a twelfth, and then they all 

received the gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost so that 
they could proclaim the Good News clearly to everyone in 
all tongues.  From the start with these 11 Apostles, Christ's 

message has been heard in every corner of the world.  

 

1. The Apostles traveled a great deal, speaking and writing letters to evangelize. We 
are called to evangelize.  Like the Apostles, we are all endowed with the gift of the 
Holy Spirit upon our Baptism. How can we continue the work of the 11 Apostles and 
spread the Good News?    

 
1. Listen to some Bagpipe music. Try to imagine 11 pipers piping!  

 
2. Make some music together. You might try making an instrument from stuff around 

the house if you don't have one. If you don't play an instrument, sing together.  
 

3. Write someone a letter or send a card.  Share even a very simple thought that might 
evangelize.  This could be as simple as, "God bless you.  I will pray for you."  

 
4. For a deeper look at the gift – Track St. Paul's journey to evangelize.  Most Bibles 

have a map of this.  If yours doesn't, go online! How difficult would this journey be, 
even today?  Imagine what his journey must have entailed beyond just preaching.  

  

“On the eleventh day of Christmas my true love gave to me, 

Eleven Pipers Piping” 

Acts 1:8   

…you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you and you will be my 

witnesses…to the ends of the earth.  

Discuss with Family and Friends 

Activities 

Memory Verse 
for the 11th day 



 Unwrap the Gifts of Christmas Time  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
The drum is perhaps the oldest 
musical instrument.  Almost no 
musical group plays without a 
drum.  It provides the essential 

element – the beat – to keep the 
music on track. Without a steady 

beat, the music wanders and 
then stops being something 

anyone can follow.  

In our faith, we must also keep on track.  We must 
ensure we all can hear the beat of our faith - what 

we believe in - that holds us together and keeps us 
from straying from Christ's Body.  Christ gave us 

the Church to provide the inerrant guidance on the 
faith, and the Church has adopted the Creed to 

communicate the beat – the beliefs.  There are 12 
points to the Apostle's Creed, the oldest Creed. 
These beliefs have guided the Church since the 

fourth century BC.  

 

1. Say the Creed together.  Talk about each belief.    
 

2. Talk about your personal journey this Christmas 
Time. 

 

1. Make a drum.  Almost anything will work!   
Have fun and drive the neighbors and your family nuts!  
 

“On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love gave to me, 

Twelve Drummers Drumming” 

Revelation 22:20-21   

The one who gives this testimony says, “Yes I 
am coming soon.” Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. 

Discuss with Family and Friends 

Activities 

Memory Verse 
for the 12th day 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty 
creator of heaven, and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died and was buried; he descended 
into hell; on the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father almighty; from there 
he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy Catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting.  

Amen. 



Wise Guys:
The True Meaning of Christmas

A  T E E N  R E F L E C T I O N

Society likes to tell us that Christmas is about a lot of

different things; family, presents, good cheer, etc. While those

things are special and may play a part, they are not the true

reason of the season. So what is?

The Incarnation

The real meaning of

Christmas is the

Incarnation, God

becoming man. We

celebrate Christmas as a

season to remind us that

Jesus' Incarnation should

always be on our minds

and in our hearts. But why

is the incarnation such a

big deal?

Jesus Became Man to:

Fulfill God's promises

Show us how to live

Repair our relationship with God

Share with us the Kingdom of God

God wants more than just a

nice relationship with us. He

wants us to be united with Him

forever in heaven and Jesus

helps us achieve that. That is

why the Incarnation is such a

big deal!
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Society likes to tell us that Christmas is about a lot of

different things; family, presents, good cheer, etc. While those

things are special and may play a part, they are not the true

reason of the season. So what is?

The Incarnation

The real meaning of

Christmas is the

Incarnation, God

becoming man. We

celebrate Christmas as a

season to remind us that

Jesus' Incarnation should

always be on our minds

and in our hearts. But why

is the incarnation such a

big deal?

Jesus Became Man to:

Fulfill God's promises

Show us how to live

Repair our relationship with God

Share with us the Kingdom of God

God wants more than just a

nice relationship with us. He

wants us to be united with Him

forever in heaven and Jesus

helps us achieve that. That is

why the Incarnation is such a

big deal!

You saw in the start of this packet that the 12 Days of

Christmas has more meaning within our faith than you might

have realized. As Catholics, we actually celebrate Christmas

beyond the 12 days after Christmas Day. The song stops at 12

because, traditionally, the 13th day celebrates Epiphany! 

On Epiphany, we celebrate the

Wise Men arriving in Bethlehem to

visit Jesus. These men were the

first to recognize Jesus'

Incarnation. This is important

because the Wise Men weren't

Jewish. They didn't have a

relationship with God. But they

recognized the importance of

what God asked of them and

were open to His work in their

lives. The Epiphany reminds us

that Jesus didn't become human

for the Israelites or for perfect

Christians. He did so for all of

humanity. We just have to be

open to God's grace in our lives.

EPIPHANY

Content Provided By:

Read this:

Matthew

2: 1-12

Reflection Questions

If you imagine yourself in the story of

the Epiphany, what role do you play?

Why?

The magi recognized the star was a

sign from God and followed it. How

can you do a better job recognizing

God’s presence in your life?

The  magi were strangers but Mary

and Joseph welcomed them because

Jesus came for all people. How can

you be more like welcoming in this

new year?



‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ With the Hidden Gifts Revealed 
For fun, try this version of the popular Christmas Carol  

 

 
 

On the (Insert day!) day of Christmas my True God gave to me: 

 

First Day - His Son on the Cross at Calv-ry 
 

Second Day –Two Test-a-ments  
 

Third Day – Faith, Hope and Love  
 

Fourth Day – Four Gos-pel Stor-ies 
 

Fifth Day – Five     books    of      Law 
 
Sixth Day – Six days Creating  
 
Seventh Day – Seven Sacr-a-ments 
 
Eighth Day – Eight Hopeful Blessings 
 
Ninth Day – Nine Fruits of the Spirit  

 
Tenth Day – The Ten Commandments   

 
Eleventh Day – Eleven Apostles Preaching 
 
Twelfth Day – Twelve Things we Be-lieve 

 

The Apostles’ 
Creed 



Tools for Building a Domestic Church 
  

According to the Second Vatican Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on the Church: “The family, 
is so to speak, the domestic church.” (Lumen Gentium #11) This means that it is in the context of 
the family that we first learn who God is and to prayerfully seek His will for us. In the following 
bullet points you will find some suggestions on how to build your “domestic church” through a 
life of prayer that can help all the members of your family.  

▪ Begin praying as a family and reading from Scripture daily, certainly before meals, but 
also first thing in the morning or before bed. Find a time that works for your family. Use 
the liturgy of the Church as a model for prayer, and try to include heartfelt unstructured 
prayer as well. 

▪ Pray a Family Rosary (each member leads a decade, and everyone shares intentions). 

▪ Have a crucifix in a prominent place in the home, and in every bedroom. 

▪ Make the Sacraments a regular celebration – take the whole family to Confession and 
Mass! 

▪ Begin family traditions based on the seasons celebrated in the liturgical calendar. 

▪ Make your vacation a holy pilgrimage by visiting the shrines and saints of our land and 
the world. 

▪ Make worshiping God a priority. Never miss Mass, even while traveling – go 
to: www.MassTimes.org to find a church near you! 

▪ Teach stewardship and charity to your children, through word and example. 

▪ Demonstrate love for your spouse, your children, your neighbors, and the world. Remind 
their children that they are loved by God and have been given gifts to serve others. 

▪ Talk freely about the presence of God in the joys and sorrows of your life. 

▪ Welcome into your home and support priests, brothers, sisters, deacons, and lay ministers 
in the Church. 

▪ Participate in the lay ministries and activities of your parish community. 

▪ Allow your children to witness you in private prayer. Encourage your children to pray 
daily on their own, to listen for God’s call, and if heard, to respond. 

▪ For more ideas on how to build your home as a Domestic Church, go to: www.domestic-
church.com or visit The Family Fully Alive, sponsored by the Knights of Columbus. 
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Question
What was Zacharias’ wife’s

name?
Answer

Elizabeth
(Luke 1:5)
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Question
Who did Mary visit while she

was pregnant with Jesus?
Answer

Elizabeth
(Luke 1:39-40)

Question
What did Elizabeth's baby do
when Mary greeted Elizabeth?

Answer
Leaped for joy

(Luke 1:44)

Question
Where was Zachariah when
the angel told him he would

have a son?
Answer
In the temple
(Luke 1:9-11)

Question
What did Zachariah name his

son?
Answer

John
(Luke 1:63)

Question
Who was chosen to prepare
the way for the Lord Jesus?

Answer
John

(Luke 1:76)

Question
What was the name of the

angel who was sent to Mary?
Answer

Gabriel
(Luke 1:26-28)

Question
Who was Mary engaged to?

Answer
Joseph

(Luke 1:27)

Question
What did the angel tell Mary
was going to happen to her?

Answer
The angel said that Mary would have a

baby.
(Luke 1:31)

Question
Where did Mary and Joseph
live before Jesus was born?

Answer
Nazareth

(Luke 1:26-27)
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Question
What was Mary’s response to

the angel’s message?
Answer

Mary was happy to do whatever God
wanted her to do.  She said to the an-

gel: “I am the Lord's servant.  May it be
to me as you have said.” (Luke 1:38)

Question
Mary wondered how it could
be possible for the angel’s

prophecy to come true.  Why?
Answer

Because Mary was still a virgin – she
was not married.
(Luke 1:34-37)

Question
How long did Mary stay with
her relatives when she was

pregnant with Jesus?
Answer

3 months
(Luke 1:56)

Question
Who sent out a decree that

there must be a census?
Answer

Caesar Augustus
(Luke 2:1)

Question
What is a census?

Answer
A census is a way for a government to
collect information about all the people
in a country, like their names, ages, in-

come, etc.
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Question
Which city is “the city of

David”?
Answer

Bethlehem
(Luke 2:4)

Question
In which city was Jesus born?

Answer
Bethlehem

(Luke 2:4-7)

Question
What frightened a group of
shepherds near Bethlehem?

Answer
Seeing an angel of the Lord.

(Luke 2:9)
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Question
The shepherds saw a host of
angels singing to God.  What

were they singing?
Answer

“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace to men on whom his favor

rests.”  (Luke 2:14)

Question
What good news did the

angels give to the shepherds?
Answer

That Christ the Savior had been born in
Bethlehem.
(Luke 2:11)

Question
What was baby Jesus’ bed?

Answer
A manger
(Luke 2:7)
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Question
What is a manger?

Answer
A shelf or container which contained

food for animals (such as hay for
cattle).

Question
How old was baby Jesus when

he was circumcised?
Answer

8 days old
(Luke 2:21)

Question
A man in the temple had been
waiting to see baby Jesus.

What was his name?
Answer

Simeon
(Luke 2:25-34)
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Question
What was the name of the old
prophetess who was in the

temple when baby Jesus was
presented to the Lord?

Answer
Anna

(Luke 2:36-38)

Question
Jesus was a descendent of

which famous king?
Answer

David
(Matthew 1:1)

Question
One of Jesus’ names is Im-

manuel.  What does Immanuel
mean?

Answer
God with us.

(Matthew 1:23)
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Question
To which city did Mary and

Joseph travel for the census?
Answer

Bethlehem
(Luke 2:4-5)
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Question
Who was king of Judea when

Jesus was born?
Answer

Herod the Great
(Matthew 2:1)

Question
What does the name “Jesus”

mean?
Answer

Yahweh (the Lord) saves
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Event Card
You are being chased by
King Herod – roll again
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Event Card
Your donkey is hungry –
buy some food from the

player to your left (he/she
gets an extra turn)

Event Card
You are hiding from King

Herod – miss a turn

Event Card
Mary is tired – miss a turn

Event Card
You found a short-cut –
move forward 3 spaces

Event Card
You are caught in a desert
sandstorm – miss a turn

in hiding

Event Card
You have lost your way –

go back 3 spaces

Event Card
You spent the night in

prayer – have another turn

Event Card
You forgot to pack the
food after camping – go

back 1 space

Event Card
You are having a blessed

day – roll again
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Event Card
It’s Jesus’ birthday – give
the next player an extra

turn

Event Card
You are running late – go

back 1 space

Event Card
You had a good night’s
sleep – move forward 1

space

Event Card
You are feeling generous
– give the person of your

choice your next turn

Event Card
The weather is good –

take an extra turn
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Event Card
You need a nap – miss a

turn
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Event Card
You met some friends on
your journey– you and a

person of your choice get
an extra turn

Event Card
The road is difficult – miss

a turn

Event Card
You are hiding from the
soldiers – miss a turn

Event Card
You are helped by kind

strangers – move forward
3 spaces

Event Card
You had a good breakfast

– double your next roll

Event Card
You got terribly lost – go

back to the beginning

Event Card
You received gifts from

the Magi – roll again

Event Card
You get stuck talking to

an old friend – miss a turn

Event Card
Jesus gets circumcised –

give the player of your
choice an extra turn as an

offering
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Event Card
You dropped your food –
miss a turn gathering

more

Event Card
You twisted your ankle on

the rocky ground – go
back 1 space

Event Card
You find a stream of pure
water.  Move ahead one

space.

Event Card
Mislead by a mirage - lose

a turn

Event Card
Your donkey got stuck in

the sand - miss a turn
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